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Population of Australia = 26 million
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Indigenous Health Outcomes and Social Disadvantage

Infant death rates by state, Australian Institute of Health and Wellbeing
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• 40% live without 2 or more essentials

• Median income is 60% less

• In my state although only 4% of the 

population is Aboriginal, 25% of the goal 

population is Aboriginal
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Aboriginal males Non-aboriginal males

Non-aboriginal femalesAboriginal females

Rheumatic Heart Disease
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Strengths – Australian Health System

Median and 90th percentile 

waiting times 

for Cardiothoracic surgery in 

my state (NSW) are 20 days 

and 120 days, respectively
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Strengths – Research and Collaboration

Prof Yves d’Udekem

Prof David Celermajer
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The ANZ Fontan Registry
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Note: AP=Atriopulmonary, LT=Lateral tunnel, ECC=Extracardiac conduit

The ANZ Fontan Registry – Living participants

Mean age 21 ± 11 years (range 2-57)

n >1800
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Annual Education Day Social Media
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Strengths – Research and Collaboration
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Prof Gary Sholler

Strengths – Government Investment (?!)
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Conclusions

• Despite the geographical challenges overall 

the “universal” health system in Australia 

works well but there are still major inequities 

for Aboriginal people

• Our small population and collaborative 

community of medical professionals has 

been key for national registries and 

research partnerships

Ancient rock art, East Arnhem Land



My Country, Nyunmiti Burton from Pitjantjatjara, Southern Desert 
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